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Chinese Articles Receive High Citations in Nature Communications, Science
Advances, and PNAS, but not in PLoS ONE or Scientific Reports

Our investigation [1] reveals that PLoS articles with a Chinese first author seem to have citation
disavdantage. Similar phenomenon is observed in Scientific Reports. In 2025, Chinese aurthors
published 15,806 articles in Scientific Reports, accounting for 32% of the total publications in the
journal. However, these 15,806 articles have received an average of 3.02 citations each, ranking 37th

among the nations published more than 20 articles.
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On contrast, Nature communications articles with a Chinese first author published in 2025 received an
average of 13.4 citations, ranking 1st among the nation published more than 20 articles in the journal.
Chinese articles in Science Advances and PNAS also exhibit good performance, ranking 3rd and 2nd in

those journals, respectively.

Nature Communications (2025) — Avg Citations by First Author Country

N 134 (n=4637)
sA 127 (n=22)
HK 122 (n=180)
G 112 (n=130)
ES 100 (n=174)
R 95 (n=336)
AU 92 (n=245)
T B8 (n=161)
IN 8.7 (n=71
™ 8.6 (n=a6}
cA 83 (n=253)
SE 8.2 (n—138)
5 us 80 (n=2792)
e =t
£
=) GB 7.8 (n=676)
s
E unknown 77 n=78)
E‘ BE 7.7 (n=111)
c
3 DE 75 (n=836)
g §
NL 7.5 (n=183)
DK 7.4 (n=89)
BR 74 (n=32)
cH 7.0 (n=370)
A 6.8 (n=47)
P 68 (n=356)
R 6.8 (n=365)
6.4 (n=97)
NO 6.3 (n=43)
62 (n=37)
PL 6.0 (n=27)
I 45 (n=101)
0 2 a 6 8 10 12 14

Average Citations per Paper

Please find the Supporting Information for details.

The 5GH Team also notes an abnormal pattern that PLoS ONE and Scientific Reports articles by
Western Asian authors receive high citations. Further investigations are needed to clearify this

abnormality.
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